advocat ’ B
1358?&‘“0%—“& CV‘OP Intensity Theory. Thus there was stress ot
durin I; Pld‘nnmg during the two  wars. A peculiar_trend
focusgdt 1¢ period was attention of the German geographers
ins )ia_;Wards the g?O'POIitics. Houshofer in 1924, being_
th pired by the idea of R. Kicllen and Ratzel was convinced
at state is a living organism which needs space to grow. Hou-
shofer throueh hj o R 2 _ :
ough his writings, pro‘Bab‘ly_}ﬂuenceg‘Naz1 policies.

\glth the defeat of Nazi in_the Sccpralgﬁ '\1’_91:1@,\.’\’_%_12_1._9,‘35;
oushofer was put on trial at Nuremburg. In 1946 he com-

mitfed suicide. o

After the Second World War, Germany was divided. There
was political turmoil and socio-economic crisis. The universities
and libraries were ruined. Within a short period of about fifteen

years (1945-1960), Germans again emerged 2s a force in the

ﬁeld of geography. In 1947 a new geogra lmi@pcriO(lical en-
titled ‘Erdkunde’ appeared. The G@tﬂrtﬁii@ﬂdy of

landscape with the help of new and sophisticated statisﬁgal

>

tools and techniques. Now there is more stress on variation
from place to place as the function of latitude, altitude, distance
fromThe sea and direction froni{he nearest coast. In the post-
war Period the mew trend is that of ‘cultural determinism’ 1in
place of environmental and physical determinisms. The new

4

cxilpfihsxsc)n"ﬁfﬁ_re is called ‘social geography.” The Germans
ith the help_of atti-

arg now trying to interpret the landscape wi

tudes of people and their tcchg{é@iﬂ}:@gg are parts of man’s
culfore. Moreover, there is a trend towards integrated approach

s

to study landscape in which »sch_aa_g_s_, of physical and social

sciences dre being involved.
—German geographers and cartographers made notable con-

tributions j_‘qj_‘t}i'&'“aﬁ“a'f'“n'i‘gp-makirigji'ii'ﬁ’g;}ng: 19th and 20th
century. For many years the von Sydow maps and atlases, with
some wall maps, were widely used. The Perthes Firm published
Stieler’s Atlas, under the supervision of A.H. Pattermann. In
1845-47, Pattermann while working in W. & A.K. Johnston in
Edinburgh, prepared the Physical Atlas.

The French School of Geography

" The gcoggphicaiig_cas and concepts which were originated
by Ratzel and his disciples, spread in the ncighbouring countries?
Alexander von Humboldt, who -.publishcd his th@i‘fﬁcs




while staying at Paris, crcatefl zeal in the French Sc,hohis_; In
the midate o The 19th century In Fra'ncc alf(? geography was
being taught by a historians, gcologtst.s, military pcrsoni ar.ld
cnginccrs: Even the chair of geography In the Sorbonne (Paris)
was occupied by a historian who was attached to the Faculty (?r
Letters. The major contribution made by French schelars is

given in the following lines.
In 1752 Phillippe Buache was the first French scholar who

criticised the fcthod of Tepresentation of population, economic
and other data in the administrative units. He advocated thzz't_
the Tight approach Tor representation of geographical data is
in the frame of natural region. According to him the river basin
was e e Kind ol natural region.® Subsequently, Baron

' Cdquebert (Director of French Statistical Office, 1796) propos-

cd a division of the national territory into natural regions with
a brief description of each of them. This effort created interest
in regional divisions in France. But this approach was contra-
dicted by Omalius d° Halloy in 1833 who prepared a geological
map of France to establish the rglation between landforms to
the soils and underlying rocks.

12_1_870-7| there occurred a major breakthrough in the
expansion of geographical knowledge. Several geographical
socfeties were established 1n the various Universities ol France,
aftet 1871, The real take ofl in the field of geography i France
was, however, started during the period of Vidal de Lablache.

Vidal de Lablache (1848-1918)
¢ Vidal de Lablache is known as the founder of Human Geco-

gr_a_g'f_:_y ‘He was essentially a scholar of classical languages. His
interest in geography developed in 1865 when he was studying
ar_ghae':c?]ogy. at_Athens. Later on Vidal taught gcographﬁ[
the University of Nancy from 1872 to 1877, and then joined

Ecole as the profcs'sor of geography. In 1891 he founded a ncw

;vnrltllggi The criodif:al was called ‘“‘Annales de geong’"""”
Vidal-Lab], ldalz published the first edition of the Atlas Generale
ache® From 18% of his death (1918)

h .
C:NWORSSO‘I‘ of geography at Sorbonne. During hi3
‘c devoted himself to the cause of gcography, and




trained geography teachers for a period of about twenty-six

years. o ‘ |
While delivering his first lecture at the Sorbonne University

on 2nd February 1899, he stressed on the relationship bet-
ween man and his immediafe surroundings (milieu) by studying
sm:i‘r;l'homogeneous areas. In France such homogeneous areas
are known as pays.?
“'Vi_‘d;l was a strong opponent and critique of the environ-
mentdl deterministic approach. He was influenced by the wnit-
ings of Ratzel, and from his second volume of AnIfirupo-
géographie, Vidal formulated the concept of Possibilism. His

basic approach towards the study of man_and environment—
the two major components of geographical study was that
natire (milieu) sets limits and offered possibilities for human
settlernent, but the way man reacts or adjusts to these given
conditions depends on his own traditional way of living.3°
“Vidal de Lablache published his book ‘‘Tableau de la Geo-
graphi€de Ia France.” Tt was a good addition in the literature
of geography. In his work Vidal attempted a harmonious blend-
ing Of physical and human ftatures in the Tableau (France
Plateau). He also tried a synthesis of pays. Vidal's book deals
with The recognisable Tegional units of Frafce one by onesand
shows that €ach pays has its own distinctive agriculture due to
its soil and water supply, and also to_the economic specializa-
(ion made possible by the demands of the people of the towns.
Far from reducing the individuality of each pays, modern trade

had accentuated it by making their agriculture distinctiverSet=—,

—

tlement showed a clear relationship to soil and water; for in
some areas 1t was scattered and in others 1n the form of com-

pact Villages. Many of the pays had for generations been recog-

nised as separate from, but complementary to their neighbours. l
These pays were, however, not homogeneous as in some there
were local deposits such as limon over chalk which gavesharply .
contrasting soils reflected in difference in land use.3r The Tab- |

lean is a deeply human work with a firm physical base. From

this time, French geographers publistied @ series ol regional

monographs, - . '
Vidal de Lablache was opposed to the idea of drainage
basins a unit of studj. While criticising the idea of taking™

drainage basin as the unit of study, he emphasised that such a

.
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un. 1 L - . . .
& it will create many conplications in understanding the reality

e 3 . e e
74 region. IFor example, the Central Massif of France is a

::;ilnjeénl;lrc‘ated .natural region in toto, but_if i% is dividec? i.nto
and atgtit Zsm-umts, then the culture, institutions, traditions
About th: es of the people cannot be properly unde.rst(')od.
method of geographical study he elaborated his idea
that the basic objective of geography is to study the phenomena
mutually interacting in a segment of the earth surface (pays).

.In the opinion of Vidal de Lablache, the relatively small
regions—(pays) are the ideal units to_study and to train geo-
graphers in the geographical studies. The tradition of micro-
region study still persists_in France. ﬁ;gl__of the French
geographers think of the regional geograghi_as the best kind of
+ Doctoral work. He was, however, of the opinion_that regiohal

studies at the mes&and macro levels can be of practical utility
~which can Telp _in_the planning of areas. It was with this ob-
Jective that he prepared a schgg_l.g to study the larger regions of
the” world—covering the whole world. This programme was
Ppartly carried out by Lucien Gallers after Vidal’s death.®?
Vigiql’s monumental work “Human Geography”’ was pos-
thumously published in 1921 as he died suddenly in 1918. The
partially completed work ‘‘Human Geography” was given the
final shape by Emmanuel de Martonne—the son-in-law of Yida]
de Lablache. In this book Vidal de Lablaché started with aims
and objectives “of Human GeographyWﬁ“és—
trial Unity and the Concept of Man and Environment (mil_ieu);
Man as a Geographical Factor; the Patterns of Civilizations;
Circulation (means of transport); Cultural Regions and Cities.®
The chapter scheme of Vidal’s book reveals the pattern on
which he tried to examine the man-environment interrelation-
Ship._
" Prior to Vidal, the Germans especially the followers of
Ratzel were strongly adopting the deterministic approach for
the study of man-nature interaction. Vidal had a clear insight
in the weaknesses of deterministic arguments, realising the
futility of setting man’s natural surroundings in opposition to
his social milieu and of regarding one as dominating the other.
He considered it even less useful to tackle these relationships
along systematic lines in the hope of discovering general laws
governing the relationship between man and nature.




According to Lablache, it is unreasonable to draw boufda-
ries between {1atural ;?nd cultural phenomena; they should be
regarded as united and inseparable. In an area of human sett]e-
ment, nature changes significantly because of the presence of
man, and these changes are greatest where the level of material
culture of the community is highest. The animal and plant life
of France during the 19th century, for example, was quite diffe-
rent from what it would have been had the country not been
jnhabited by man for centuries, It becomes impossibm study
the natural landscape as something scparate from the cultural
landscape. Each community adjusts to prevailing natural con-
ditions in its own Way, and the result of adjustment may reflect
centuries of development.” Each single small community, there-
fore, has characteristics which will not be fdtind in other places,
even in places where the natural conditions are practically the
same. In the course of time, man and nature adapt to each
other like a snail in its shell. In fact, the relationship between
man and nature becomes so intimate that it is not possible to
distinguish the influence of man of nature and that of nature
on man®* The area over which ah intimate relationship bet-
ween man and nature has developed through centuries consti-
tutes a region.® The study of such regions should be the task
“of a geographer. Wdal, therefore, argued for regional geography
as the core of geography. According to Lablache:

“Human societies, like those of plants and animal world,
are composed of different elements subject to the influence
of environment. No one knows what winds brought them
together; but they are living together side by side in a region
which has gradually put its stamp upon them. Some socicties
have Jong been part of the environment, but others are in

process of formation, continuing to rccruit numbers and to
be modified day by day.”

Societies have always begun to seek ways of satisfying their
needs in the immediate vicinity. He believed that the popula-
tion is a constantly changing phenomena. Mankind has in
common with all other forms of life ‘the tendency toward ex-
Pansion. Man is a more adaptable and mobile organism on the
face of the earth, He assured that the population did not spread
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like a drop of oil; in the beginning it grew in clumps like
gorals 3¢

Vidal used the following illustration in order to underline
the long association between the major factors governing the
development of a community; while the surface of a shallow
lake is being swept by a gust of wind, the water is disturbed
and confused but after a few minutes the contours of the bot-
tom of lake can clearly be seen again.?” Similarly, war, epide-
mics and civil strife can interrupt the development of a region
and bring chaos for a while, but when the crisis is over the
fundamental developments reassert themselves.

Vidal’s model fitted well in the agricultural societies of
France and other western countrics of Europe. During the
medieval period, these societies were agrarian. After the Indus-
trial Revolution the situation has changed in the developed
countries and now in such societies ‘cultural-determinism’ seems
to be more conspicuously dominant. Up to the industrial revo-
lution, Vidal’s approach was well suited in explaining the deve-
lopment of Europcan agricultural landscape. In these parts of
the world where industrialization is yet to take place, his hypo-
thesis and approach of possibilism has great utility.?®

After the Industrial Revolution in France the traditional
physical setting was disturbed. The railway tracks, canals, roads
and industrial complexes initiated the decline of the traditional
local self-sufficient economy. Industry  was developed on the
basis of new cheap and rapid means of transport and large scale
production for a wider market.® These developments reduced
the value of the regional method as a growing number of areas.

In the later parts of his age, Vidal arrived at the result that -
with the industrial development the best in French life was vani-
shing. For future he suggested, we should study the economic
interplay between a region and the city centre which dominates
it rather than the interplay of natural and cultural elements.

As a result of Vidal’s efforts, by 1921, there were sixteen
departments of geography in France, one in each of the sixteen
universities.®® .Interestingly enough, all the chairs of geography
were occupied by the pupils of Vidal de Lablache. Thus geo-
graphy in France owes much to Vidal, and he is rightly consi-
dered as the father of Human Geography who advocated and
preached for ‘Possibilism’.



Jean Brunhes

Born in 1869, Jean Brunhcs was a disciple of Vidal de
Lablache, After studymg history and geography, he developed
hiniself for the conceptual framework of human geography. On
the Tines of his master, he tried to identify the scope ag'_
method of human geography. His main work Geo'gmph’c
Humaine: essai de Classification Positive was published in 1910.
He Timited Human Geography* to: (1) Unproductive occupa-
tion of soil; (2) Things connected with the conquest ol plant
and animal worlds, (3) The destructive economy ‘robber econo-
my’_or_violent attack on nature which may result into poverty.
Morco?z?r he stressed that these three sets of observable pheno-
mena~do not set the limit of geographical regions. Beyond
these Phcnomcna the geography of history’ i.e. “distribution of

population ;—production, transport exchange and _political

societies (territory, routes, frontiers, groups of states), social

8{%’&1211)! are also the important components of a geographical

region. All these physical and cultural factors, therefore, need
to be studier fo make a comprehensive study of a region. In his
appr oachof :eographical study, he emphasised the two principles
i.e. (i) The Frinciple of Activity; and (ii) The Principle of

Intcractlon 12

The Principle of Activity

"".Tc-a‘}rBrunhes was of the opinion that the physical and
cultural phenomena are in a statc of perpetual change and they
must be studied in the temporal change, instead of taking them
as static in the time scale. . He was of the opinion that ‘every-
thing is either growing or dlmlmshlng’ ‘expanding or shrinking’

and nothing is ‘stable and static.’ For example, the heights of
- mountain peaks, the sea-level, the ice- shects, glaciers, size of

valleys, deltas, volcanoes, and forest are conti wgmg
in their shape, size and altitude. So in order to understand the

interrelationship of physical and and_cultural components of a
meso or micro unit the principle of a activity is to be kept in
mnmrrzrrﬁvé at a just synthesis,

The Principle of inter-action

The idea of “Principle of Interaction’ Jean Brunhes borrowed
from Vidal de Lablache, who advocated 'the ‘Principle of



Terrestrial Whole’. Brunhes assumed that geographical pheno-
mena (both physical and social) are closely interrelated with
one another, and must be studied in all their numerous com-
binations or with permutations and combinations. The idea of
the terrestrial whole or the terrestrial unity was the fundamental
concept which later on inspired the ‘regional synthesis’. All the
physical and human forces are thus closely bound together
because of the endless interrelations of the conditions they bring
out. '

In support of his ‘Principle of Interaction’ he examined the
relationship between animals and cultivated plants, and deter-
mined with what forms of soil exploitation, with what kinds of
culfivation and with what type of economic orgénisat'ion, these

“animals are generally associated. In brief, ‘our efforts are based
fundamentally on the great geographical principle of interaction
for man like plants and_animals, and therelore, the concept of
interaction should dominate every co’ﬁﬁlete study of geographi-
cal"Tacts. The force of physical nature are bound together in

their consequences, in relations and in the consequence of these
relations.
T

Elisee Reclus (1830-1905)

' Elisece Reclus was one of the disciples of Carl Ritter, who
attended his lectures at Berlin in 1849-50. For corrupting the
moral character of the people and his pupils he was expelled
from France. During this period of his expulsion in 1851 he
travelled and worked in England, in the United States of
America, and in South America. He returned to France in
1856. He wrote two volumes of La Terre and the approach in
these volumes is deterministic. Reclus was again condemned for
anarchisn and was imprisoned, but this sentence was later con-
verted to exile. During the years of his exile he lectured in
Edinburgh and Brussels where he had an important influence on
the development of geography in Belgium. He wrote nineteen
volumes of Nouvelle Geographie Universelle which were publish-
ed between 1876 and 1894.4® The six volumes of L’homme et la
Terre were published in 1905, the year of his death.

Reclus was a prolific writer. His style was lucid, detailed,
systematic, and balranccd. He documented his writings with




3,000 maps, giving a very accurato picture of the world societies.
In his work L'homme et la Terre (The Varth and Its Inhabitants)
he asserted that man is not the prodiact ol his environment but

an important part of ity which can be appreciated from the
foilowing statement ol Reclus:

“Man may modily (his dwelling pluce) to suit his own
purpose; hc may overcome nature, as it were, and convert
the energics of the carth into domesticated forces. ‘One
must scek the grnduul Cl\ill\{_—!C.’iill the historical i;npormncc
of the configuration of the land' and in studying space ‘we
must take account another elewment

time’.”'14

ol c¢qual valuc—

Reclus was keenly interested in the conservation of nature

and natural beauty. e was concerned with the destruction of

thébeanties ol nature, and believed that man, 1 developing
resources and bUlldlnLllS worl\s should give grace and ma_;usty

tln—barbanan gives to the carth hc: hvcs an aspect of rough
brutality’, and in extieme cases ‘where all grace and poetry
have disappeared from the landscape, imagination dics out, the
mind is impoverished, and a spirit of routine and scrvility takes
possession of the soul’. Rural life is for these reasons prefec-
able to the life of towns 4%
Reclus pointed out that man has destroyed natural flora
and wild animals and replaced them with his own cultivated

crops and domesticated animals. He has changed the balance
of nature, sometimes to his disadvantage, by introducing ‘rup-
tures 1n the harmony of Nature.” What is needed is ‘a robust
education Jace 1o lace with Nature’ . .. This will give us the
grandest devclopment of the ‘real love of nature’** Thus

Reclus discussed the man-nature inter- relat:onshlp in a very
scientific way.

Emmanuel De Martonne (1873-1955)

The Vidalian approach which dominated the scene of
FFCIICB- geographical writings in the late 19th . and early
2Qth” century, was vigorously pursued by his disciples and
Uccessors, Emmanuel de Martonne was a student and son-in-
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law of Vidal de Lablache. De Martonne, from the beginning
specialized in Physical Geography and his special area of con-
centration was Central Europe. He had a strong base of
geology, geo-physics and biology. He studied the physical
geography of Carpathians. His main interest was also in
glacial erosion of Alps. In 1904 he met Willam Morris Davis
in U.S.A. on the occasion of the Eighth International Geo-
graphical Congress and was much impressed by his werk on
geomorphology. The most popular works of Martonne were
Traite de Geographie Physique, La France Physique. He inspired

many French geographers to work in the field of physical
geography.16

Albert Demangeon (1872-1940)

Albert Dexflangegn was also one of the outstanding students
of Vidal de Lablache. He started his career as a school teacher
and while teaching at Picady, he produced a monograph entitled
“La Picardie et les regions veisines.” This dissertation was
highly appreciated and he was appointed in the University of
Lille where he remained until 191].

Though Demangeon was a close friend of Martonne, he
concentrated mainly in Human Geography. Demangeon devo-
ted most of time to the editorship ol Annals, and coatributed
to this journal 31 articles and 89 notes.47

Demangeon made valuable contributions in the spatial
variations of farmsteads, which he pursued threughout his Tife.
He wrote in transport geography, population and iﬁte@l.
cconomics. He also made a classification of lands and prepared
land use maps. He advised his students io work or. the major
population groups of Far-East; the relations of White and
Negroes; Irrigation in arid countries; and the grov\}th of great
cities. T
" Demangeon was a teacher of immense qualities and great
vision. He was a modest person of polite nature. His contri-
bufion'in the Vidalian tradition is widely acknowledged. -

From the Vidalian tradition, geography was studied with
new approach during the inter-war period. With the 1ntro-
duction of new tools_a_rﬁchniques, there am
stress _on analytical study. This trend was more visible
in the field of agricultural-geography. The French scholars




also adopted sophisticated statistical techniques. This trend led
to the inter-disciplinary approach, to develop rcgional syntHCSIS'
Among the younger generation, there is more emphasis_on th'c
locational analysis of phcnomena."f‘ﬁac is incrcasing‘cogm‘
sance in the branches of climatology, botany, and sociology.
The new trend shows that the spatial phenomena cz'mnot be
explained simply by correlation as expressed by Vidal d.c
Lablache, they need to be expiained as a part of the geographi-
cal whole (ensemble). -

In brief recent researches are and have been oriented less
towards description and regional analysis in a regional presen-~
tation, and more towards explanation with a genetic prospec-
tive. In physical geography there is more emphasis on process
and systems of erosion; and reconstituting the stages of mor-
phogenetic evolution. In human geography, emphasis has been
placed on economic factors of production and consumption,
on economic systems and regimes, on zones df influence, econo-
mic regionalization, the analysis of traffic flow, far more 50 than
on the relations of those with the natural milieu® Regional
geography in France is now more concerned to describe and
explain the complexity of the organisation of space. To achieve
this goal, there is more use of detailed maps, and above all
areal photographs.4?




